":,authority to provide relief funds to businesses: dependen§ W
' funds, issued through thé National Oceanic and Atmospheri
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C SECRETQRY BROUN ANNOUNCES 915 HILLION IN.
DIB&BTER ABBIBTLHCB FOR GULP OF HBIICO FIBHERIEB

" The cOmmerce Department is award;ng $15 million in relief

 3381stance to commerc;al flshermen in the Gulf of Héx:co who haves :

\

_sustained heavy uninsured losses due to ecosystem changes :

i -resulting from major flooding.h__; ,f iafff ;
\ Commerce Secretary Ronald H.. Brawn will use his laqi

Gulf fisheries that have suffered severe sconomic-losses. '’ The

-Administration’s Offite of Sustainable Developmept, ave oL e
‘designated for programs that address “both: fishery resource,and;fy'~-~
human factors. B _ ) . o

. "The c11nton admxnxstration has consistently demonstratedg':,in o
“its commitment to the sustainable development of commercial = = = .
fisheries," Brown. sa;d.w;ﬂroday's disaster assistance. pickaqe NI
~also demonstrates our understanding that healthy. stocks ‘are a . .
source of. livelihood and a way of life in fishing communities - .
around the country, and around the world. The threat.to thasafni”
fisheries is a threat tc these cnmmunities. ,

. "Wa have already taken serxous manaqement astious in the
Gu1£ to address the concerns both of the fishing families 'and
. about the resource, but we must do more,” said NOAA: Admin@ssratorjc
'D. James Baker. "By working with local and state officiais as -~
‘well as the congressional delegation, I am hopeful we- can design R
a. proqram to effectively address these concerns. : '



The problems facxng the f;sherxes in the- Gulf stem from the "
-Mississippi floods over the past few years that resulted in large
deposits of debris in the Gulf of Mexico, oreatan underwater 5
obstruct;ons that negatively impact commercial fishing )
operations. In addition, large amounts.of fresh water runoff
from the flooded Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers into: Gulf -
waters changed the nature of the - ecosystem and created a “dead

zone.

The dead zone refers to the extensive and severe areas of
low oxygen (hypoxic) conditions in which finfish, shrimp, and
-many other forms- of marine life cannot survive. Current researoh;
- estimates that the dead zone now covers ‘approxinmately 18,200
" sgquare km in the Gulf the larqest suoh zone measured in the past-

ten years.

Studies found extens;ve areas where soientxsts were unable '
to document any living organisms.: The effect of persxstxng,
extensive areas of low oxygen on bottom dwelling- fishery -
resources are obvxous sxnoe lxttle more than bacterla may survive

there...- o R _ , . - S a

: Over the next few weeks, NOAA - otrice of Susta;nable :
- Development will work to bring together national, state and loeal - -
-oftficials to discuss the best: possihie solution to the problems R
_faoing the Gult f;sheries._wﬁg. _ IR

P The 515 million'for the‘culf'states is part of a larger $53 el
million disaster assistance program initiated by. Secretary Brown "
. in response to the _national orisis in f;sherxes in the Northeast,;f

Northwest and Gulf' st:ates.

. “He. 1ntend to work very closely wibh all 1nterested parties C
in the Gulf states to ensure that appropriate remedies are - ° R
‘tound," sa;d Brown,-\ : N -

Under sectzon Josgd) ‘of the Interjurisdxotxonal Fisherxes
 -Act, commercial fishermen who have suffered uninsured losses will
be elxgible for financial assistance under programs to be - . . .

developed in cooperat;on w:th thezr state government agencxes. :
. . 'J H . -

m:,
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Contact: Carol Hamilton = DOC ° FOR IMMEDIATE RELBABB
© (202)482-4883 - - 8/3(9s _
Matt Stout - NOAA - o ' o

‘ (202) 482-6090 . _ . L
Gordon Helm - NMFS. _ . , -
(301) 713-2370 . ) :

88083?33? BROFN ANNOUNCEB 53 HILLION IN DIBRBTER
ASBIBTANCE POR HORTHBABT, NORTEWEST AND GULP ?IBRERIEB

The cOmmeroe Department will provxde ssa mlll;on in d;saster“
'as515tance to help commercxal flshermen and small fishery-:

dependent busxnesses followxng the collapse of fxshery resources

in the Northeast -Northwest and Gulf states.;f

L commerce Secretary Ronald H. Broun will ‘use his le
~ authqrity to pravide the reliet’ funds,’ extending to the
- and Gulf of MeXico a disaster:-reljef program 1nitiated 'S e
-in the- Pacific Northwest. - Last year’s program was inhresbonse to 7.
. the’ unprecedented low numbers of Pacxfic salmon stocka inithe. “ -
regxon.- - s

- - - . } v - . ! RN ~

"The clxnton admxnxstratxon has consxstently demonstrated
its commitment to- the sustainable development. of oommerolal
~fisheries," Brown said. "Today's disaster assistance. packege
also demonstrates our understandan that healthy stocks care-a-
“source of livelihnood and a way of life in. fishing communities
around 'the’ ‘country, and around the world.  The threat to these
-E;sherzes 1s a: threat to theee communities w ol S

“

The funds, issued throuqh the Natxonal Oceenxc and

: Atmospheri¢ Administration’s Office  of Sustainable Development _
;7 are designated. for programs that address both fxshery resoutce AR
'?gand human tactors. 4_«1 S T L S

o '"We haVe already taken ser;ous managemenc aotions;in”'ll oS
three regions to address thé concerns of -the Tesource and: ‘the .
fishing families, but we ‘must do more, safid NOAA® Administratog .
D, ‘James- Beker.=v'2xtraotdznary meagures_are‘:called for, both n o
how. we ‘manage these valuable‘resources and 1n how wedrespo“d{to




e,

"resources, which® has 'caused substantial loss ta’ smallﬁfishin G
‘businesses. and.deépendent coastal communities In:

;‘already depleted f;sheries reseure“

'in the three regions to ensure ‘that’ apPrOpriete remedies are

, o o2 .
In the Northeast, the qroundflsh stocks that had long

sustained-a ‘healthy commercial fishe:y have - dlsappeared. ‘The
- assistance program includes $25 million for the implementation of j
‘a vessel/permit buyout program that retires flshlnq vessels and

- buys back existing permxts. S ,_;‘

In the Northwest 513 mlllxon in emergency assxstance w;ll be .
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and. ‘California as a
result of the cont1nu1nq disaster due to the effects of El Nifia
and years of drought on the salmon fisheries. These funds will.
augment the three-state Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan

. . .announced last year, which includes a 'vessel/permit -buyout . R
--proqram -and’ habxtat restoratlon and data collection JObS program.; )

In the culf jof Mexlco, the commerc;al fxshzng ;ndustry will

‘-recexve $1s5: mxlllon in emergency .assistance to compensate for . ‘
- equipment lost or damaged by’ uncharted seabed obstructions caused ;
by major flooding oVer the past two years and cther natural ." S

forces. o ‘ _ e P

All of these situat;ons involve setxous harm to fishery;;,ﬂ gf.;

situations, adverse envirgnmental ‘condit

"x="We 1ntend to work very closely with-all. interested'p‘.tzes

applled to the different circumstances." said Brown.

Under sect1on 308(&) ‘of the Intet;ur;sdictiOHal F;sherzes 7"'“{’

Act, commercial fishermen who have ‘suffered uninsured . losses will
be eligible for' financial assistance:under programs -to:be . : -t
edeveloped in cooperatzon with thexr state qovernmentﬁaQencies - S

Voo Sl

'tf¥#5'.




